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AI Writing Cliches: How to Stop the
Generic AI Voice

Most AI writing sounds the same because models default to statistical safety over
semantic precision, producing a recognizable fingerprint of empty hype and vague
framing that gestures at meaning while avoiding the work of saying something
specific.

The generic AI voice and how to stop
it
1) The system fingerprint behind generic AI tone
Most AI models write by statistical habit. Left alone, they surface the safest next
phrase, not the clearest thought. Over time, that habit hardens into a recognizable
system fingerprint: forward-looking hype, empty intensifiers, and vague framing
that sound polished but say very little. The result is semantic haze , text that
gestures at meaning while dodging the work of saying something plain and specific.

The list below captures that fingerprint. This represents a diagnostic tool, not a
moral judgment. These phrases are common because probabilistic language
rewards them. They feel familiar. They defer risk. They mimic structure without
adding substance. If you want a human voice, you need semantic control: explicit
constraints on what the model should avoid and what it should prefer, calibrated by
your intent.

2) Patterns that weaken meaning
You can group the failure modes into a few simple buckets:

Forward-looking hype: Predictions and airy promises shift attention away
from the present claim. Examples include “Bringing us closer to a future,”
“Expect to witness transformative breakthroughs,” and “Revolutionize the
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way.” They inflate stakes without naming a testable change.
Empty intensifiers: Adjectives like “groundbreaking,” “remarkable,” and
“cutting-edge” pretend to be evaluation. They are mood lighting. If a claim
matters, show the mechanism, the delta, or the data , not the adjective.
Vague framing devices: Phrases such as “In the fast-paced world,” “It is
important to note,” and “What sets this apart” open a paragraph without
carrying any load. They are throat-clearing. Replace them with a specific
scene, a fact, or a decision.
Generic sector wrappers: “Healthcare landscape,” “health and wellness,”
and similar shells flatten the story. When every domain becomes a
“landscape,” the edges disappear. Use the exact setting, actor, and verb.
Hedge-and-hope conclusions: Lines like “Only time will tell” or “There is still
room for improvement” drain momentum. End with a choice, a constraint, or
the next test.

When the words avoid friction, the meaning goes soft. Replace
generalities with concrete nouns, plain verbs, and a named audience.

3) The avoidance list for testing
Use this list as a negative constraint. If any of these phrases appear in a draft, stop
and rewrite the line with a concrete claim.

Aims to bridge
Aims to democratize
Aims to foster innovation
Advancement in the realm
Behind the Veil
Becomes increasingly evident
Bringing us
Bringing us closer to a future
By combining the capabilities
By harnessing the power
Capturing the attention
Comprehending
Continue to advance
Continue to make significant strides
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Continue to push the boundaries
Continues to progress rapidly
Crucial to be mindful
Crucially
Cutting-edge
Drive the next big
Encompasses a wide range of real-life scenarios
Enhancement further enhances
Ensures that even
Essential to understand the nuances
Excitement
Exciting opportunities
Exciting possibilities
Exciting times lie ahead as we
Excitingly
Expanded its capabilities
Expect to witness transformative breakthroughs
Expect to witness transformative breakthroughs in their capabilities
Exploration of various potential answers
Explore the fascinating world
Exploring new frontiers
Exploring this avenue
Foster the development
Future might see us placing
Groundbreaking advancement
Groundbreaking study
Groundbreaking technology
Groundbreaking way
Have come a long way in recent years
Healthcare landscape
Healthcare sector
Health and wellness
Implications are profound
In conclusion
In summary
In the fast-paced world
Innovative service
Intrinsic differences
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It discovered an intriguing approach
It is imperative to
It remains to be seen
It serves as a stepping stone towards the realization
Latest breakthrough signifies
Latest offering
Main message to take away
Make informed decisions
Mark a significant step forward
Mind-boggling figure
More robust evaluation
Navigate the landscape
Notably
One step closer
One thing is clear
Only time will tell
Opens up exciting possibilities
Paving the way for enhanced performance
Pivotal
Possibilities are endless
Potentially revolutionizing the way
Push the boundaries
Raise fairness concerns
Raise intriguing questions
Rapid pace of development
Rapidly developing
Redefine the future
Remarkable abilities
Remarkable breakthrough
Remarkable proficiency
Remarkable success
Remarkable tool
Remarkably
Renowned
Represent a major milestone
Represents a significant milestone in the field
Revolutionize the way
Revolutionizing the way
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Risks of drawing unsupported conclusions
Seeking trustworthiness
Significant step forward
Significant strides
The necessity of clear understanding
There is still room for improvement
Transformative power
Truly exciting
Uncover hidden trends
Understanding of the capabilities
Unleashing the potential
Unlocking the power
Unraveling
We can improve understanding and decision-making
Welcome your thoughts
What sets this apart
What's more
With the introduction
both insightful and thought-provoking
resonated with
is spot-on
stark reminder
may require
wholeheartedly support
particularly intriguing
By embracing the
to meld the
with the imperative of
disheartening
as depicted in
is astute
a testament to
in the realm of
Tapestry
Weaving
delve
Your observation about […] is intriguing!
Crescendoed



AI Writing Cliches: How to Stop the Generic AI Voice

© John Deacon 2025 - Cognitive Systems. Structured Insight. Aligned Futures.
https://johndeacon.co.za - All rights reserved.

crucial
Multifaceted
encompasses
It is important to note
kaleidoscope
became the backdrop for
multifaceted
a stark contrast
labyrinthine
tapestry
a testament to
a stark contrast
a physical manifestation of
underscores

4) Beyond bans: building authorial agency
An avoidance list is necessary, not sufficient. If you only subtract clichés, the model
will search for adjacent ones. To restore a distinct voice, pair negative constraints
with positive ones:

State the claim before the context. Write the sentence you would stand behind
if all else were cut.
Replace intensifiers with mechanisms. Show cause, effect, and boundary
conditions.
Ground abstractions in a concrete example. One specific case carries more
weight than a parade of generalities.
Name the audience and the decision. Who must act, and what choice do they
face?
Set a working lexicon. Keep a small set of domain terms and verbs you actually
use. Reuse them with care; avoid chasing novelty for its own sake.
Codify structure. Use short sections with purpose: Problem, Why it matters
now, What changes, Next step.

This represents semantic control: specifying how thought should move on
the page so the model cannot drift back to its comfortable mean.
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Done well, this approach does not constrain voice; it protects it.

5) Working rules you can apply today
Use this as a lightweight checklist the next time you prompt or edit:

Start with a plain claim in one sentence. No preface, no ceremony.
Ban forward-looking promises unless you can name the trigger that would
make them true.
Strip adjectives that fail to survive a “show me how” test.
Replace soft endings with a next step, a trade-off, or a deadline.
Audit nouns. Swap shells like “landscape” for the exact setting and actor.
Constrain length of openings. If the first two lines could open a hundred
different posts, rewrite them.
Keep a running list of your own tired phrases. Refresh it monthly.
Test drafts against the avoidance list above. If a phrase appears, rewrite the
line with a stronger verb and a concrete subject.

The goal is not to sound human by mimicry. The goal is to carry intent with enough
clarity that the reader can act without guessing. Remove the stock phrasing, add
structure and specifics, and the voice will follow.

To translate this into action, here's a prompt you can run with an AI assistant or in
your own journal.

One Move to Try
Test your next draft against this rule: if the first two lines could open a hundred
different posts, rewrite them with a specific claim, scene, or decision.


