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Most of us approach Al like we are asking a very smart friend for help. We type a question,
hope for brilliance, and usually get something that sounds impressive but feels hollow. The
problem is not the technology, the issue lies in using a precision instrument like a blunt ham-
mer. What if the missing piece is not better technology, but better understanding of how lan-
guage itself works as a creative force? The answer comes from an unexpected source that
predates our digital age by centuries.

The Three Forces

True creative power emerges when intent meets structure through the right
engine.

Think of every creative interaction as three forces working together:

Your Intent (what you actually want to create) Your Structure (the rational framework
that shapes the output) The Engine (whether that involves an Al, your subconscious, or any
other generative force)

Most people skip the middle step. They have a vague intent (“write something good”) and
throw it directly at the engine. The result produces what 19th-century occultist Eliphas Levi
would call scattered force, lots of energy, no direction. Levi understood something profound
about “the word of man...directed by reason” as a force that could reshape reality itself.
Strip away the mystical language, and you find a surprisingly practical framework for cre-
ative collaboration.

From Passenger to Pilot

You are not hoping for magic, you are engineering it.

© John Deacon 2025 - Cognitive Systems. Structured Insight. Aligned Futures.
https://johndeacon.co.za - All rights reserved.



Why Your Al Prompts Fail and How Ancient Symbol Systems Hold
il the Missing Key to Creative Control

The shift happens when you stop being a passenger and become a pilot. Instead of asking
ChatGPT “write me a story,” you construct what I call a precision prompt:

“Write a 500-word story set in a coffee shop where the barista realizes the regular customer
they have had a crush on for months is actually reviewing the shop for a major publication.
Use present tense, focus on internal dialogue, and end with a moment of genuine human
connection rather than romantic resolution.”

Notice the difference. You have given the Al your intent (the story concept), your structure
(length, setting, perspective, tone, ending type), and a clear execution pathway.

The Mirror Principle
The output serves as an exact mirror of your input’s clarity.

Here stands what nobody tells you about Al collaboration: scattered thinking produces scat-
tered results. Precise thinking produces precise results. The machine does not add wisdom,
it amplifies whatever level of consciousness you bring to it.

This proves actually liberating. Every failed prompt becomes diagnostic information about
your own creative process. When the Al gives you generic corporate speak, the issue is not
Al stupidity, your prompt lacked the specificity to generate anything else.

Building Your Command Language
Good prompts function as programming for consciousness.

Start thinking of prompts as programming. You are not having a conversation; you are writ-
ing instructions for a very powerful but literal-minded assistant. Good prompts have three
layers:

Context: “You are a novelist who specializes in workplace comedy” Framework: “Write in
the style of early Jennifer Weiner, warm, funny, with real emotional stakes” Execution: “Cre-
ate a scene where...”

Each layer adds precision. Context tells the Al what role to inhabit. Framework provides styl-
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istic and tonal guidance. Execution gives specific, actionable instructions.

The Recursive Loop

Each iteration teaches you to communicate more precisely with both Al and your
own creative intuition.

The real magic happens when you start building on previous outputs. Take the Al’s first
attempt and refine your instructions: “Good, but make the dialogue more naturalistic” or
“Keep this energy but add more sensory detail.”

This approach focuses not on becoming more technical, it centers on becoming more inten-
tional. The ancient symbol systems worked because they forced practitioners to clarify their
thinking before attempting to manifest anything. Modern Al works the same way.

Beyond the Hype

The skill lies not in the tool, it resides in learning to direct your own creative
force with enough clarity that any engine can help you build exactly what you
envision.

Forget the breathless headlines about Al replacing creativity. The real power lies in amplifi-
cation, taking your existing creative intelligence and giving it a more powerful instrument
for expression. When you approach Al as a precision tool rather than a magic oracle, you
stop getting frustrated and start getting results.

The difference between scattered prompting and precision prompting equals the difference
between throwing paint at a wall and wielding a brush. Same materials, completely different
outcome.

The ancient mystics understood that true creative power requires more than intention, it
demands the ability to structure that intention so clearly that any force, whether mystical or
mechanical, can help manifest your vision. In our age of Al, this wisdom proves more rele-
vant than ever. The question becomes: will you continue treating your creative collaboration
as wishful thinking, or will you develop the precision to command the tools at your disposal?
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What insights are you missing about your own creative process? Subscribe to explore the
intersection of ancient wisdom and modern creative technology.

Prompt Guide

Copy and paste this prompt with ChatGPT and Memory or your favorite Al assistant that has
relevant context about you.

Map the unconscious patterns in how I structure requests, instructions, and creative briefs
across all areas of my work. Based on what you know about my communication style and cre-
ative challenges, where might I be accidentally sabotaging clarity through vague language
or scattered intention? Design a framework I can use to audit and upgrade how I communi-
cate creative vision, whether to Al, team members, or even my own subconscious creative
process. What would my ‘command language’ look like if I treated every creative instruction
as programming for consciousness?

© John Deacon 2025 - Cognitive Systems. Structured Insight. Aligned Futures.
https://johndeacon.co.za - All rights reserved.



